The Safety Catch
whispered a treacherous voice, tKe prydew has not turned up. If
not, its absence would let a prophet out. But Wilfred was not of
the stuff of which failures and jibbers are made. Besides, he had a
zest for life. There he was, under a tree behind the kiosk where
papers, cigarettes and chocolate are on sultry sale for such as care
little for oratory, or can only bear it if the palate is agreeably
engaged. Wilfred raised an arm, and John went over to him. The
prydew, a useful combination of old chair and newish wood, was
roped on to Wilfred's truck. As soon as he had waved to John, he
unroped it, and set it on the ground, surveying it with philosophic
pride.
"There /are," he said. "How'H that do?"
John tested its stability by rocking it on its four sturdy legs.
"That's fine," he said. "Fine. Yes, you've made a good job of that,
Bullfinch."
"Where d'ye want it?" asked Wilfred, with a horrible readiness
to serve.
John looked about him, which was a reasonable thing to do; but
something inside him made the glance a very nominal one. Wilfred
became impatient for the Roman Holiday to begin.
"I should 'ave it on the main path," he said. "That's where the
most o' the folks get. What about next to that fat chap? 'E's talkin'
abaht how wrong it is to *ang people. 'E never gets much of a
crowd. Got an 'ell of a voice though. Yer'd 'ave to shout pretty
loud if you was there."
The truth of Wilfred's caution was made evident by a sudden
roar from the fat man who disliked capital punishment.
"Is there a Man here," he shouted in a voice worthy of his great
chest, "who can rest complacently, knowing that he is party, as a
citizen of this great country, to the judicial murder of his fellows,
knowing that such a practice is contrary to Holy Writ, to Common
Yumanity, to all the Dictates of the Yuman Spirit? Is there such a
man here?"
There was not. A glance at his audience would have revealed
that to him, for it consisted of seven children of assorted ages, an
old lady with a dog, and three young women, one of whom had
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